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A Note from the 
Executive Director 

 

 
Greetings to All, 

I write to you all warmly from frosty New York, where I have come to meet with
IPA UN Representative and the IPA Programme Action Leader to continue our

preparations for the upcoming 8th IPA Assembly. 

I am also here to attend part of the 61st Session of the Commission on Social
Development. IPA is a member of the Committee for Social Development and has
been involved in the preparations for the upcoming session.

I joined Despoina in the welcoming and initiation of Michaela Waite as an IPA
Intern, the first IPA intern since 2019. She will join us as an intern for the next
three months, and comes all the way from Brisbane, Queensland.

In the photo above (left) we see the Programme Action Leader, Christopher
Zefting, with Michaela and myself in our New York office space. In the opposing
photo (right) we are joined by Sr Patricia Anastasio, New Windsor Congregation,
who came to welcome Michaela to New York, as she works for the Archdiocese of
New York and has an office in the same building as the IPA office is located.  



I look forward to upcoming meetings with the Justice Contacts and other parties as

we look towards the 8th Assembly.

Ann Marie
______________ 
Ann Marie Quinn PBVM 
IPA Executive Director

A Reflection from the 
Spirituality & Charism Animator 

 

 
Dear Presentation People,  
 

Water “Source of Our Life”

“Water is a source of life”, we read
in Aqua fons Vitae, a document
from the Vatican’s Dicastery for
promoting integral human
development, 2020. At the heart of
Water is an intimate bonding and
adjustment of hydrogen and
oxygen to become water to
quench, cleanse and heal, letting
the hovering Spirit of God recreate
and restore Life.  “Dream made of

water” Pope Francis named her in his post-synodal Exhortation, Querida
Amazonia, § 43) 

[Read this reflection in full here.] 

As Educationists, try to use resources for integral Ecology to share awareness and
let our perspectives be stretched to celebrate God in all creation and nurture our
inner life. (Refer to Laudato Si, Chapter 6 and Aqua fons Vitae 95 – 108) 

Our little blue pearl seen in space, is as of now the only space known to
have water. 

We have been given an unique gift in water. Let us
be grateful! 
 
 -- 
Lancia Rodrigues, PBVM 

https://mcusercontent.com/e19b0b2a99ff1a3d57b374aa9/files/20dccba8-8b00-f286-e089-a18d35c4232e/Water_Source_of_Life_.pdf


IPA Spirituality and Charism Animator 
ipasandcanimator@gmail.com 

A Word from the 
Programme Action Leader 

 

Dear Presentation People: 
 
I write to you all with warm regards. The new year is in full swing, and I am
privileged to be working with many of you on exciting upcoming projects. With the
8th IPA Assembly on the horizon, many of us working diligently on the
preparations; we are looking backwards at the experiences and lessons since the
last Assembly and we are looking forward to the future directions of the
International Presentation Association.  

This month, I eagerly anticipate coordinating with many of the Justice Contacts,
through the collective convenings of the Focus Groups or through one-on-one
engagements. We will work together to keep sharing relevant stories of impact and
change in your local regions, utilizing our Website, Facebook, and Twitter
presence.  

May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting 
Programme Action Leader 
 
Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the 
UN Representative

 

New York, February 2023 
 

Dear friends,         
  
The 61st Session of the United Nations Commission for Social Development
(CSocD61) will take place from 6 to 15 February 2023 at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York. The Commission is the advisory body responsible for
the social development pillar of global development. The Economic and Social

https://globalpres.org/
https://www.facebook.com/internationalpresentationassociation
https://twitter.com/IPA_UN


Council decided that the priority

theme for the 61st session of the
UN Commission for Social
Development will be “Creating
full and productive
employment and decent work
for all as a way of overcoming

inequalities to accelerate the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic
and the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development”. 
  
Read more here 
  
******** 
  

The NGO Committee for Social Development (NGOCSocD),
in which the IPA is an active member, follows and echoes
the work of the UN Commission, amplifies the voices of
those left behind and highlights local examples of resilience
and solidarity. During the UN Commission for Social
Development, the NGO Committee is dedicated to raising
awareness on the Priority Theme and bringing the voices,

experiences, and recommendations from the grassroots. 
  
Read more here 
  
  
Respectfully, 
  
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki 
IPA NGO Representative at the UN 
January 30, 2023

Voices from the Grassroots 
 

"Sharing the good works of Mercy" 

A recent publication from Mercy International Association is making the rounds,
and we invite you to explore it for yourself. It is an informative piece with stories of
Mercy's work in support of migrants around the world.  

"As we emerge from a time of global crisis and pandemic, we are mindful of our call
to continue Catherine [McAuley]’s legacy and vision into the future. World leaders

https://mcusercontent.com/e19b0b2a99ff1a3d57b374aa9/files/9fe5dc3d-8a2d-efe2-6c4b-a7bc918fb3f2/IPA_NGO_Representative_February_2023_JC_Update.pdf
https://ngosocdev.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/e19b0b2a99ff1a3d57b374aa9/files/9fe5dc3d-8a2d-efe2-6c4b-a7bc918fb3f2/IPA_NGO_Representative_February_2023_JC_Update.pdf


have called us to ‘Build Back Better’
and justice advocates have challenged
us to find new solutions and systems
which support both people and the
planet. In that spirit, we present this
publication, which highlights the global
Mercy community’s commitment to
‘breaking boundaries’ in order to create
a more just and merciful world for all." 

 

"Presentation People in
Aberdeen, South Dekota, USA
fight human trafficking"  

As we come to the end of January, we
also witness the end of National
Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. Presentation People
everywhere work year-round to bring awareness to the injustice of human
trafficking. The International Presentation Association eagerly supports the actions
of Presentation Sisters Aberdeen, SD as they work to end human trafficking in their
community and beyond.

These Sisters maintain multiple billboards, such as the one you see here, rotated on
a monthly basis in communities around eastern South Dakota, including Mina
Lake, Webster, Redfield, Mitchell, Pierre, Huron, Waubay, Summit and Aberdeen.
This collaborative effort between Presentation Sisters and Watertown Benedictine
Sisters continues their education and awareness efforts in the justice area of human
trafficking. 

More information can be found on our Facebook page and by visiting the website of
the Human Trafficking Hotline: https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en 
 

https://www.mercyworld.org/f/45074/x/27c7ba22a5/breaking-boundaries-a-mercy-response-to-people-on-the-move.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Presentation.Sisters.Aberdeen/photos/a.244745205658511/2765834773549529/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en


"Access the IPA Publication on Gender Justice" 

On January 17, 2023, the International Presentation Association officially launched
the second research publication titled ‘Policies for Gender Justice: Practices in
Addressing Domestic Violence and Gender Stereotypes‘. 

The first IPA research ‘Making Uncomfortable Conversations Comfortable: Gender
Stereotypes and Domestic Violence in India, United States and Zimbabwe’ was
launched in April 2022. That publication placed a particular interest in providing a
voice to women experiencing gender stereotypes and domestic violence –
presenting not only their experiences, but also their needs going forward, as
reflective of their culture and society. 

The current, second, IPA
publication places a focus on
policy responses addressing
domestic violence and gender
stereotypes by the governments
and NGOs in India, United States
and Zimbabwe. Our research
explores synergies and
collaboration between
governments and civil society
organisations before and during
COVID-19 aiming to address the
issues at stake. It is most essential
to identify existing or potential
partnerships between

governments and NGOs. 
 

More Upcoming Dates 
 

- (6-15 February) 61st Session of the Commission for Social Development 

"The 61st Session of the United Nations Commission for Social Development
(CSocD61) will take place from 6 to 15 February 2023 at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York, under the Priority Theme: 

'Creating full and productive employment
and decent work for all as a way of
overcoming inequalities to accelerate the
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic
and the full implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development'"

https://globalpres.org/wp-content/uploads/filr/6765/IPA%20Policies%20for%20Gender%20Justice%20Publication.pdf
https://globalpres.org/wp-content/uploads/filr/6765/IPA%20Policies%20for%20Gender%20Justice%20Publication.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/united-nations-commission-for-social-development-csocd-social-policy-and-development-division/csocd61.html


- (6 February) International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation 
 
"Female genital mutilation (FGM) comprises all procedures that involve altering or
injuring the female genitalia for non-medical reasons and is recognized
internationally as a violation of the human rights, the health and the integrity of
girls and women. 

Girls who undergo female genital mutilation face short-term complications such as
severe pain, shock, excessive bleeding, infections, and difficulty in passing urine, as
well as long-term consequences for their sexual and reproductive health and
mental health."

- (11 February) International Day of Women and Girls in Science 

"The 8th International Day of Women and Girls
in Science Assembly will take place on 10
February 2023 at the United Nations
Headquarters, New York City. Join women
experts, youth, and professionals in dialogues and
discussion to put Science, Technology, and
Innovation at the heart of sustainable
development programs. " 

- (20 February) World Day of Social Justice

"Poverty and inequalities within and among countries are on the rise in many parts
of the world. The economic and social crises of recent years have been exacerbated
by the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, natural disasters due to
accelerating climate change, geopolitical tensions and armed conflicts. Beyond the
human tragedies associated with them and their impact on the world of work, these
crises have highlighted the interlinkages and dependencies of economies and
societies around the world and shown the crucial need for concerted action to
respond to them, at global, regional and national levels."
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